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The  Berks  County  Chapter,  D.  A.  r7 
I  today  was.  edified  and  instructed  by 
I  means  of  two  admirable  papers;  and 
the  members   were   once   more   pleased 


'  /^M^yiyCZ-^^^^fUii^^ 


Mrs.    DeB.    Randolph    Keim. 
with  the  air  of  friendliness  and  mutua: 
interest  which  always  pervades  the  D. 
A.  R.  meetings. 

Mrs.  deB.  R.  Keim  presided.  Miss 
Annie  J.  H.  Printz  read  a  paper  on 
"Christmas  in  the  Revolution."  There 
was  much  quaint  anecdote  and  history 
in  this  account  of  the  way  our  ances- 
tors spent  Christmas  time. 

Mrs.  Keim's  paper  on  the  "Two  Lin- 
colns"  was  especially  timely  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Senate  has  before 
it  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  follow- 
ingr  observances  of  Lincoln's  birth- 
dav:  r,.^..„.„v 


•'Tbe  12th  day  of  February.  1909,  be 
set   apart    for    a   joint   session   of   the 
t^^  Houses  of  congress  to  be  assem-  . 
bled  to   pay   tribute   to   Abraham   Lm 
coin,   the  Great  ftmancpatoi,   toJisUn 
to    an    appropriate    address    upon    the  | 
hfe    character,   genius,   patriotism   and 
public   services   of   the   statesman   who 
guided  safely  the  ship  of  state  through 
fts    greatest    peril,    and     to    otherwise 
commemorate  in  fitting  manner  his  in- 
valuable services  to  this  nation. 
'      TO   CELEBRATE    CENTENNIAL. 
'•Resolved,    further,    That    we    reeo.n- 
mcnd    that    the    American      F'^oPle    ^f 
home  and  abroad,  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, and  the  District  of  <^ol"™_; 
all    municipalities    and    towns,    all    or 
ganized  bodies  of  citizens,  church     as 
well      as   state,    all    associations     cnil. 
military,    patriotic,   fraternal,    scient  fie 
^d    social,    labor   and   trade    socieies 
Chambers  of   commerce   and  boards   of 
trade,  and  other  civic,  commercial  and 
ndustrial    bodie.s,    and    all    others     set 
knart    the    centennial    of   the    birth    of 
Saham  Lincoln  to  do  reverent  honor 
to  his  memory. 

-Resolved,  further.  That  we  recom- 
n,,end  that  at  all  places  where  people 
gather  for  public  purposes  ^^dresses  be 
made    in    eulogy    of   Lincoln,    that    the 

emancipation  P^--l-"^^^^«"  ]^%^„^f  i^I^ 
Getty.sburg  speech  repeated,  and  that 
whei-ever  possible  a  «hort  history  of 
his  life,  his  Gettystorg  address  and 
suUabi;  -excerpts  from  his  addresses 
and  correspondence  be  printed  foi  cir- 
culation in  pamphlets,  magazines,  peri- 
odicals and  newspapers. 

"Resolved  further.  That  inasmuch  as 
his  triumph  over  the  adverse  circum- 
stances  of  early  years  should  be  an 
Sentive  to  the  youth  of  the  land,  we 
Recommend  that  on  this  day  special 
and  appropriate  exercises  be  held  in 
colleges  universities,  academies  and 
6c  ools.  and  all  other  seats  of  learn- 
Sg  to  teach  the  lesson  of  the  life  and 
achievements  of  this  great  exemplar 
of  our  American  civilization. 

MONUMENT  FOR  HIM. 
-Resolved  further,  THat  we  recom- 
mend action  looking  to  tfee  erection  in 
Se  citv  of  Washington  of  a  monu- 
ment which  shall  be  worthy  his  great 
Sme  his  service  to, humanity  and  to 
SL  countrv,  and  fittingly  commemo- 
rate Te  gra:ndeur  of  character,  the  no - 
SlTty  of  life  and  the  epoch-making 
career  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 

I  portion  of  Mrs.  Keim's  deUghtful 
naper  follows.  It  showed  the  Daugh- 
Lrs  Berks  County's  claim  to  Lincoln 
and  was  a  ffreat  plea^re  to  all  who 
heard  it: 
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ESSAY. 

About  one  mile  below  former  Exe- 
ter, now  Loraine  station ,  on  the  P.  & 
R.  Railway,  six  miles  from  the  latter 
c'Jiy  ancji  a  few  hundred  yards  north 
of  the  track,  in  t'he  midst  of  a  pleas- 
ing Jan'd'scape,  stands  at  lnim1o1p<i  hut 
substETntial  stone  farm  dwelling-  about 
which  cl^uster  many  and  momentus  as- 
sociations. At  an  earlier  date  than 
1734  it  was  the  home  of  Mordecai  Lin- 
coln, second  of  the   name. 

Here  was  born  the  first  American 
Abraham  J^incoln.  As  there  has  been 
so  much  misunderstanding-  of  the  cur- 
rtxit  events  associated  with  tliis  name, 
it  ajppears  an  obiigration  upon  the 
Berks'  County  Chapter  to  clear  up  the 
confusion-  as  far  as  practicable. 
FROM    ENGLAND    IN    1638. 

In  1638  a  Norwich  man  of  England 
named  Samuel  Lincoln  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settled  at  Hingham,  in  now  Ply- 
mouth (_^ounty,  Mass.,  and  there  lived^ 
r  and  died.  As  the  colonists  of  that  re-' 
Xion  came  over  to  worship  according 
to  the  dictates  i  of  their  ^  own  con- 
scierTces,  it  Is  ssrfe  to  say  ■«l*p**e' Samuel 
Lincoln    was   WStmam*  a   dissenter   of 
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I  decai,  ^^^lo  was  bofn  arid  iiVed  and  died 

ill   MasstirhuHelts. 
X  FROM  JERSEY  TO  AMITY. 

This  Mcidecai  had  a  sou,  second  of 
that  name,  born  in  the  colony  of  Mas- 
sachusotts  the  year  after  William 
Penn  arrived  iii..hij  P^T;''-"^'^-  -iT'^^.^ 
son  removed  ^ToMoiHTrownTr  XPAr  ^x^v^ 
sey,  and  thence  into  Pennsylvania^^nd 
settled  in  then  Amity  to^vnshlp,  I^hiHT; 

delphda.    later    T^Pi-ki^      County.  ^ 

po rated   in   ]7r.2/^Tl'is   Moroecal 
coin's  name  appears'  on  the  list  of  tax- 
ables   of    1734    in    Amity    township    for 
500    acre.'^.    indicating-    his    arrival    be- 
fore that  date,  and  a   man  of  estate. 
j     In   the   followinp:  year  this   Mordecai 
Lincoln  died  at   r>3   years  of  age.     His 
Iwill   is   on    record.       Squire     '(fchLUgT!) 
Boone,    father    of    Daniel,    the    famous 
^vpioneei',  was  one  of  the  appraisers  of 
*    The   estate,   and  executor  to  assist   the 
widow  to  care   for  her   own   and  chil- 
dren's interests.     In  this  document  the 
deceased]   is    .styled    "gentleman." 
THE   HANKS  WERE   NEIGHBORS. 
John  Lincoln,  his  son,  it  Is  said,  re- 
ceived a  bequest  of  land  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  went  there.     The  list  of  tax- 
able.s  of  Amity   township,  for  1741  re- 
cords the  name  of  John  Lincoln,  charg- 
ed with  six  pounds  tax.     In   the  same 
year    this    part    of    Amity    was    incor- 
porated as  E'xeler  township,   in   which 
this  venerated  home  still  stands. 

At  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Amity 
township  Mordecai  Lincoln  had  few 
neighbors  and  they  widely  scattered, 
among  them  west  of  the  Oley  Hills  the 
Boones.  who  dwelt  in  the  vicinity  of 
now  Baumstown.  house  still  standing: 
Hanks,  not  far  distant;  Bertolets,  near 
now  Frledensburg;  Reims  and  Lees. 
near  now  Pleasantville;  Yoders,  Le- 
vans  and  a  few  others. 

Then  the  Oley  Hills  were  the  farth- 
est frontiers  of  the  province  exposed 
to  burning  and  scalping  incur.sions  of 
the  savage  Confederated  Iroquois  from 
the  lake  region  of  the  interior  of  New 
1  York. 

About  the  year  1750  there  was  a  stir 

among  the    infant    settlements     along 

the  Schuylkill   and   its  tributaries,   the 

I  Manatawny       and       Monocacy.        The 

i  twinkling   star    of   Empire    \va^  aseen-_ 

I  dant.     The    Boones. |Squire    wnawn.  "^ 

UiL  famii:.-  afterwards  made  famous  by 

ihis  .son    Daniel,    then   a  lad   of  17^^.  and 

^Tnhn   Hank^^  even  more  famous,   as  we 

shall   see,   determined   to  penetrate   the 

wilderness    to    the    distant    south.      In 

this  migration  John  Lincoln  joined. 

I      In    the    year     named     possibly    with 

1  others   but   we   know     George     Boone, 

j  John   Hank    and    John    Lincoln    loaded 

'  their    worldly    belongings,    yoked    their 

oxen,  mounted  tlfeir  horses  if  they  had 
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any,  or  marched  on  foot  most  likely 
and  struck  out  for  another  land  of 
promise. 

TRAMPED  THROUGH  WILDERNESS 

It  is  safe  to  saj ,  as  there  was  then 
no  other  feasible  way,  they  tramped 
through  the  unshorn  wilderness  along 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  to  the 
Tulpehocken,  and  following  that 
stream  ^struck  across  to  the  headwaters 
and  down  the  Swatara  (now  Liebanon 
Valley)  to  the  Susquehanna,  thence 
down  the  Cumberland  Valley  to  the 
Potomac,  thence  along  the  banks  of 
the  Shenandoah  to  now  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia.  Here  the  party  di- 
vided, John  Lincoln  taking  up  land 
for  a  settlement,  John  Hank  remain- 
ing with  him.  The  Boones  pushed  on- 
ward to  North  Carolina,  settling 
themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Yadkin. 

John  Lincoln  in  his  new  home  be- 
came a  man  of  consequence  and  fam- 
ily, taking  a  North  Carolina  wife, 
Mary  Shipley,  and  having  five  sons, 
the  oldest  Abraham,  serving  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution  as  lieutenant  in  a 
Virginia  regiment  at  the  siege  of  York- 
town. 

A  lapse  of  nineteen  years  transpires 
(1769)  when  Daniel  Boone,  a  fearless 
man  of  36,  .startfj^  from  North  Caro- 
lina on  his  perilous  and  world  renown- 
ed penetration  of  the  "dark  and 
bloody"  wilds  of  Kentucky. 

After  another  lapse  of  ten  years 
^ohn  Lincoln,  late  of  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  now  of  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia,  hearing  of  the  ex- 
ploits of  wm  former  Berks  county 
neighbor,  Boone,  goes  forth  on  a  pros- 
pecting tour  through  the  same  region. 
Pleased  with  the  country  and  locating 
a  place  of  settlement  in  then  Jeffer.son 
county,  Kentucky,  he  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia, packed  his  effects,  wife  and  five 
children  and  emigrated   west. 

KILLED   BY   INDIANS. 

This  change  proved  fatal  to  him,  as 
he  was  killed  by  Indian.s  (1782)  but  he 
left   three  sons,   the  yoimgest  Thomas. 

Old  ties  of  home  and  friendship  in 
Berks  were  still  strong.  Thomas  Lin- 
coln  married  Nancy  Hank,^'  grand-" 
daughter  of  John  Hank,  of  the  original 
trio  In  the  Berks  southward  emigration 
thirty  odd  years  before. 

Wliwilni    'thr.i    ilnuiiiit^    iiiiilHil! 


Uto  Icittnr.  At  all  events,  the  particular 
occurrence  which  concerns  us  is  the 
Interesting  fact  that  Thomas  and 
N^anev    Hank    Lincoln,    then    living 
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River  fnot  Tar  helow  present  Louisville, 
had  born  on  T,'ei3.  12,  1809,  a  son  whom 
they  named  Abraham  after  hisi revolu- 
tionary fighters.  ^^--^-^ 

It  Is  mentioned  the  mother  was 
beautiful,  refined,  of  po.sitive  charac- 
ter and  had  a  knowledsf-  of  letters 
sufficient  to  teach  her  husband  and 
son  how  to  read  and  WTite,  an  exem- 
plary type  of  woman  of  Christian  spirit 
and  useful  application.  It  is  said,  rifle 
in  hand,  she  would  penetrate  the  forest 
overrun  by  .savage  men  and  ferocious 
beasts  and  with  unerring  aim  kill 
game,  dress  and  cook  the  flesh  for 
food  and  tan  and  fashion  the  skins  into 
clothing. 

MOVED    TO    PIGEON    CREEK. 

With  that  ever  restless  instinct'  of 
frontier  life  the  parents  with  little  Abe, 
then  7  years  of  age,  and  the  rest  of 
their  flock  and  belonging.s  removed  to 
Pigeon  Creek  near  now  Evansville 
where  the  boy  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  and  attended  the  village  school 
At  19  he  took  a  turn  flatboating  to 
New  Orleans,,  twp  years  later  (1830) 
settled  at  Macon,  M..  and  the  next  year 
served  as  private,  then  captain  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War. 

Year  by  year  he  grew  older  and  step 
by  step  climbed  the  ladder  of  fame, 
postmaster,  land  surveyor,  student  at 
law,  member  of  the  Illinois  Legi.slature 
attorney  at  law  Springfield,  Illinois', 
State  canvasser  for  Henry  Clay  for  the 
presidency  (1S44),  represeintative  in  the 
30th  Congress  from  Illinois  as  a  whig 
and  canvassed  Illinois  against  Stephen 
A.  Douglas  (1858)  for  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Although  defeated  in  the  Legislature, 
Mr.  Lincoln  received  a  round  majority 
of  the  pouular  vote  which  led  to  his 
nomination   and    election   as   President 


'  of  the  United  States  two  years   aftdO» 
His  re-election  followed  in  1864  and  hii 
I  assassination    a    few    weeks    after    his 
I  second  inauguration. 

The  last  are  events  in  passing  his- 
tory which  some  <^^s  may  faintly 
recall.  It  will  be^^jen  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, of  111 in^i^P^ri dent  of  the  Uj^jted 
^5tates,  wa^^rTat- gra ndson  of  Mor~ 
decai  Lincoln,  second  of  the  name 
and  grandiiephcw  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
of  Berks  county.  His  ancestors  dwelt 
and  collateral  lines  of  his  parent  .stock 
survive  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lincoln 
acres  in   Berks  county. 

BERKS'   PART   IN    IT. 
It  might  be   a^-ked  what  has   this   to 
do   with    Berks    County   in    the  Anieri- 
,  Revolution.      Mordecai,    second    of  | 
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son,  Abmham,  rirand-uncle  of  th^ 
President,  born  in  1736  in  the  pater- 
nal home  in  Amity  (Exeter  township), 
Berks,  then  part  of  Philadelphia  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  a,  few  months  after 
his'  father's  death. 

There  was  also  a  Mord'ecai  third, 
brother  of  Abraham,  as  his  name  ap- 
pears in  the  list  of  taxables  of  Exe- 
ter township,  Berks  County,  1759.  for 
10  pounds,  which  indicates  a  gxjodly 
estate. 

Abraham  Lincoln  i^b^»-(/^  was  a  man 
of  affairs  in  Pennsylvania.  The  first 
act  of  his  recorded  career  was  hi.s 
marriagre  at  22  years  of  age.  The  bride 
was  Ann.  daughter  of  Jame.<?  and  Marv 
(Foulk)  Boone,  the  father  full  cousin 
of  Daniel,  the  celebrated  frontiersman. 
The  marriage  appears  to  have  caused 
a  sensation,  which  further  sustains 
that  the  Linoolns  were  not  Quaker^; 
NOT  A  QUAKER,  ALAS! 
A  mmute  exists  in  the  records  of  the 
Exeter  meeting,  Oct.  27,  1761,  that  she 
(Anne  Boone)  condoned  her  marriage 
to  one  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
society.  Mordecai  and  Anne  Boone 
Lincoln  had  four  sons,  Mordecai 
James,  Thomas  and  John,  the  latter 
grandfather  of  the  President,  and  five 
I  daughters,  Mary,  Martha,  Ann,  Anna 
!  and  Phoebe. 

L„Th44grand  uncle  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. President,  was  a  man  of  import- 
ance in  many  ways  before,  during  and 
after  the  War  of  Independence. 

In  1772  he  was  County  Commission- 
er under  the  Penn  proprietors,  and 
held  that  important  local  office  when 
the  clash  of  arms  began.  His  influ- 
ence among  his  neighbors  won  him 
continued  honor  in  the  same  office  by 
re-election  until  1778,  when  he  retired 
having  accepted  on  March  21  of  the 
year  before  the  post  of  sub-lieutenant 
m  the  Berks  County  military-  organiza- 
tion of  the  Revolution. 

IN  THE  ASSEMBLY. 
In  the  last  year  of  that  conflict  he 
entered  the  General  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  ^erks  County,  serving 
1782-1786.  He  was  delegate  to  the 
Pennsylvania  convention  of  Decem- 
ber, 1787,  to  ratify  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  framed  in  that 
year. 

It  does  not  ap.piear,  however,  that  he 
appended  his  name  to  the  ratification 
although  it  carried  46  to  23.  There 
were  differences  in  those  days  about 
adopting  the  constitution,  as  there  are 
now  in  applying  it.  Something  for 
political  parties  to  contest  over. 
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The  same  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
elected  one  of  the  69  deleg-ates  to  the 
Pennsylvania  convention  which  as- 
sembled in  Philadelphia  Nov.  24,  17S9, 
and  fashioned  the  state  constitution  of 
1790. 

After  many  more  years  of  useful  and 
exemplary    living    the    career     of      the 
1  Berks  County  Abraham   Lincoln   came 
t  to  its  close  on  his  estate  in  the  town- 
ship  of  his  birth   on   Jan.    31,    1806.    at 
the  advanced  age   of  70  years,  leaving 
his  name  and  blood  perpetuated  in  the 
preservation    of    the    Union    of    States 
•which  he  had  served  to  create. 
THE    BERKS    ANCESTRY. 

The  Berks  ancestry  as  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presid«nt/Qf 
the  United   States,  is  this:         q^-PJaT 

Mordecai    Lincoln,    of    BerksTuereat- 

grandfather.     His  son,  John  Lincoln,  of 

C   Mt^A       ^'^'■S'*"'^'    g-»-eat- grandfather.  /-HTs   son, 

>-i;'-M- ^^^homas   Lincoln,    of   Kentucky,   father. 

The  starting  point  within  the  terfi^ 
tory  of  the  Berks  County  Chapiter  of 
such  an  interesting  combination  of 
evolution  and  discovery  is  interesting 
and  in  real  life  certainly  rare. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  recall  meeting 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  the  Presi- 
dent, while  Secretary  of  War  in  the 
Garfield  and  Arthur  cabinets. 

HERE    IS    BERKS'   CHANCE.     "^ 

An  interesting  coincidence  in  connec- 
tion with  what  has  been  said  about  the 
two  Abraham  Lincolns  and  one  which 
Berks  County  Chapter  should  make 
prominent,  is  that  In  the  senate  of  the 
LT.  S.  Senator  Dick,  of  Ohio,  has  in- 
troduced a  concurrent  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  centennial  observance 
of  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
President,  great-great-grandson  of 
Mordecai  Lincoln,  who.se  former  home 
is  almost  within  sight  and  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation.  Here  is  our 
opportunity  as  the  Berks  County 
Chapter,  Pennsylvania  State  organiza- 
tion and  National  Society  of  the  D  A 
R. 

In  the  Dick  resolution  of  which  I 
have  a  newspaper  print  and  of  which 
I  shall  have  official  copies,  under 
which  the  movement  is  started,  and 
doubtless  will  be  authorized  and  be- 
come a  National  affair. 

As  President  Lincoln's  grandfather 
lived  and  died  in  Berks  countj%  his 
home  still  standing;  as  his  paternal 
and  maternal  grandparents  removed 
from  Berks  county  to  Rockingham 
county.  Virginia,  and  his  parents 
thence  to  Hardin  county,  Kentucky, 
where    he    was     born;    it   is   extremely 
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appropriate  that  the  Berks  County 
Chapter  should  participate  in  whatever 
commemoration  shall  be  had  under  the 
Senate  concurrent  resolution. 

ELECT   NEW   OFFICERS. 

T'hese  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing-  year,  the  secretary  casting  the 
ballot:  Regent,  Mrs.  Keim;  vice  re- 
gent, Mrs.  William  Brusstar;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Illig;  correspond- 
ing secretary,  registrar,  Miss  Addie  C. 
Owen;  assistant  registrar,  Emma  L. 
Oberly;  treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Steln- 
metz;  historian,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Dsumpman; 
Chaplain,   Annie  J.   H.   Printz. 

Board  of  management:  The  officers 
and  Mrs.  G.  B.  Bckert,  Mrs.  William 
J.  Frame,  Caroline  Custer,  Mrs.  George 
Brooke,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Birch,  Mrs.  William 
Rick,  M.  B.  Willson  and  Sarah  E.  Ga- 
ble, president  Conrad  Weiser  Branch 
C.  A.  R. 

Refreshments  were  served  today  by 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Mohr  and  the  Misses 
Mohr. 

The  program  for  the  next  meeting, 
Jan.  16,  will  be  as  follows:  Music,  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Ancona;  paper,  "Our  French  Al- 
lies," Miss  Rose  S^eltzer.  Refreshment 
committee,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Birch,  Mrs. 
Hunter  Henninger,  Mrs.  John  Stewart. 
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The  100th  anniversary  of  the  di:  lh 
of  Abiiaham  Lincoln,  the  16'th  Presi- 
dent^ of  the  United  States,  will  be 
celebrated  on  Friday,  February  12. 
He  was  born  in  Hardin  county.  Ken- 
tucky, February  12,  1809,  elected 
President  in  1860,  and  Avas  murdered 
by  J.  Wilkos  Booth  in  Ford's  Theri- 
tre.  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  nig/it 
of  April  14.  1865. 
,     Tlie   Old   Ijincoln    Homestead. 

Near  the  Reading  Railway,  abo/ut  a 
mile  below  Exeter  Station,  in  E;:eter 
township,  there  is  an  old  stone  b.ouse 
in  which  lived,  up  to  the  time  >of  his 
death,  in  May,  1736,  MordecaTi  Lin- 
coln, the  great-great  grand fr4rf:her  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
property  at  present  embraces  61 
acres,  and  is  owned  by  B.nchard  G. 
Lincoln,  residing  at  220  North  Ninth 
street,  this  city.  He  bougrht  the  old 
homestead  12  years  ago  for  $5,000, 
from  the  late  Amos  F'.aber.  Mrs. 
Fabcr  had  inherited  ^he  property 
from  her  aunt,  Mrs.  fiallie  Huyett, 
who  died  in  t\\v.  old  lyouse  about  40 
years  ago.  .' 

Nearly  40  years  a/^o  a  two-story 
addition  i^as  erect/ d  to  the  old 
house.  The  picture.'  illustrating  this 
article  shows  the  a^jpearance  of  the 
buildings  at  the  prei=,ent  time.  Nathan 
Schaeffer  is  the  tcaiant  on  the  prop- 
erty and   tills  the /farm. 

The   Owner   «y;    the   Property. 

Richard  G.  Liji^oln,  the  owner  of 
the  old  homess'iead,  was  born  in 
Exeter,  and  is  a  son  of  John  D.  Lin- 
coln, who  m?.?rried  Sarah  Gilbert, 
January  24,  18f37,  and  died  January 
27,  1868.  RicJiard  has  the  following 
brothers  and  sisters:  Harrison  G. 
Lincoln.  932  "Franklin  street;  Alfred 
G.  Lincoln,  FJxeter,  one  mile  west  of 
Lorane;  Mir^.  Samuel  R.  Hafer,  216 
Pear  street;  Mrs.  John  Reifsnyder, 
and  Mrs.  -Martha  Focht,  Ninth  and 
Elm  stre(/ts:  Mrs.  Lewis  Ruth,  1021 
Pear  slr<3et,  and  Mr.s.  Daniel  Biehl, 
320  Mo'fis  street.  Alfred  G.  and 
Richard  G.  favor|  in  their  features 
the  late-  Pre 


favorj  in    their 
jsident/  Lincoln. 


Sijrnntiiro  of  Abraham  TJncolii.  son  of  M<* 
I  (Ipf-ni  I.lncoiu.  Ixiiii  in  1736,  in  Exctf.-  town 
i  ship.  Berk>;  (•(iiiiitv.  tlion  purl  of  PliilaUHphIa 
I  coiintv.  His  father  was  *hc  paf^rnHl  nncfstur 
j'lif  Abraham  I.ln<Milii,  X'res'cKMl!  of  ihi-  1'iiIi«mJ 
Slates. 

IAiK-eslor  Canic  IVoiii  K'lij-land. 
The    lineagre    of    Presidont    Lincoln 
Mras  boen  traced  bat-k  to  the  bank  of 
/fhii  river  Exe,  near  Exeter,  the  chief 

iciio'  oi  uevonshire,  England.  Samuel 
Lincoln,  the  earliest  ancestor  in 
A/merica,  came  from  the  Exe  valley, 
il^iHgland,  and  settled  in  Hingham, 
Jvlass.,  where  he  died,  leaving  a.  son, 
'Mordecai  Lincoln,  whose  son,  Mor- 
decai  Lincoln,  jr..  moved  to  New 
Jersey,  where  he  lived  for  a  time  and 
then  settled  nearly  180  years  ago  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Schuylkill 
river,  below  what  is  now  Exeter  Sta- 
tion, or  Ijorane.  He  built  a  log 
cabin  on  land  that  belonged  to  what 
was  called  the  "London  C^ompany," 
and  the  cabin  later  gave  way  to  the 
present  old  stone  building. 

In  February,  1718,  the  London 
Company  granted  the  right  to  1,000 
acres  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  \ 
Schuylkill,  and  600  acres  on  the 
western  side  of  the  river  to  Andrew 
Robeson,  of  Roxbury  township, 
Phila.  county,  "under  the  yearly  quit 
rent  of  one  beaver  skin  on  the  first 
day  of  March  forever." 
Mordecai    Lincoln,    Jr..    Bouprht    the 

I'roperty  in  1730. 
I  Andrew  Robeson  devised  the  1,000 
jftcres  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river 
to  'his  son,  Jonathan  Robeson,  who  in 
May,  1730,  sold  the  same  to  Mordecai 
Lincoln,  jr.,  for  £395,  and  who  was 
already  in  possession.  He  devised 
the  land  to  his  two  sons,  Mordecai 
and  Thomas,  and  a  posthumous  son 
named  Abraham. 

The  Exeter  Abraham  Lineoln. 

Abraham  was  born  in  the  old  .stone 
house  and  died  there  in  the  70th 
year  of  his  age  in  1808,  the  sam.e 
year  that  President  Lincoln  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  named  after 
him.  The  Exeter  Abraham  Lincoln 
became  quite  prominent  in  the  polit- 
ical history  of  Berks.  He  served  as 
County  Commissioner  from  1772  till 
1778;  was  one  of  the  sub-Lieuten- 
ants of  Berks;  represented  the 
county  in  the  General  Assembly  from 
1782  to  1786,  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Penn'a  convention  to  ratify  the 
Federal  Constitution  in  1787.  He 
was  also  a'  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1789-90.  In 
1761  he  married  Anna  Boone,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Boone  and 
Mary  Foulke.  She  was-  a  fir.st 
cousin  of  Col.  Baiiiel  Boone,  the 
Kentucky  pioneer. 
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The  Boones  were  ^^uakcrs  and 
Abraham  Line  iln  was*  a  Congreg'a- 
tionalist.  Henif-  it  appears  by  the 
minutes  (if  the  lOxeter  meeting,  Oct. 
27,  1761.  that  .she  was  condoned  for 
her  marriage  to  one  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Abraham  Lincoln  -was  survived  b.v 
four  son.s,  Mordecai.  James,  Thomas 
and  John,  tuid  five  daughters,  Mary, 
married  to  Josepli  Boone;  Martha, 
Ann,   married   to   William   Glassgow; 

Anna  and  Phoebe,  the  latter  married 
to  David  Jones. 

After  William  Glassgow's  death  his 
widow.  Ann.  daughter  of  Abraham' 
Lincoln,  married  George  M.  Biob.st. 
Their  daughter,  Catharine,  married 
Benjamin  Sta'hle,  and  the  following 
children  were  born  to  them:  Eliza- 
beth A..  (Principal  of  the  Reading 
Girls'  High  School  a  number  of 
years);  Martha  L.  and  Mary,  the  last 
named  marrying  Franklin  Bitting. 
Moved  to  Vii'sinia. 
About  1750.  at  the  time  the 
Boones  left  Exetor  for  the  South, 
Mordecai  Lincoln's  son,  John,  moved 
with  his  family  to  Virginia.  From 
there  his  son,  Ahraham,  moved  to 
.Kentucky,  and  in  1782  was  killed 
■While  in  a  corn  field  by  an  Indian. 
He  left  three  sons,  of  whom,  Thomas, 
the  youngest,  was  the  father  of  the 
President. 
I  Nancy  Hanks,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
I  Lincoln,  was  the  granddaughter  of 
John  Hanks,  who  also  left  Berks 
county  about  1750,  and  finally  set- 
tled in  Virginia,  where  Nancy  was 
born.  Thomas  Lincoln  settled  with 
his  family  in  a  barren  region  in 
Kentucky,  and  there  in  an  humble 
cabin  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  born.  As  a  boy  he  was  fond  of 
fishing  and  hunting.  In  1816  Thomas 
Lincoln  went  down  the  Ohio  river 
with  his  family  and  located  in  In- 
diana, where,  in  October,  1818, 
Abraham's  mother  died  when  he  was 
in  his  10th  year,  and  1.3  months 
thereafter  his  father  married  again. 
Young  Abraham  wore  course  home- 
made clothing  and  a  'coon  skin  cap. 
With  his  sister  he  traveled  to  a  log  ' 
school  house  four  miles  away.  His  i 
stepmother  encouraged  him  in  his  j 
studies,  and  at  night  he  sat  in  the  | 
fire  light  and  read,  ciphered  and 
scribbled  on  the  wooden  fire  shovel.! 
He  read  everything  within  reach  and  ! 
was  noted  as  a  good  speller.  :] 

Moved    to   Illinoi.s. 
In   1830   the  Lincoln  family  moved 
to  IllinoiB.  Abraham  being  the  driver  j 
of  a  wafcn  pulled  by  four  oxen.   He  1 
split    th(^  timber   for   the    erection    of 
a  log  cabin,  built  it  and  enclosed   10 
acres  of  land  with  a  rail  fence  of  his 
own    making.      In    after    life    he    was 
often   called    "Lincoln,   the  rail  split- 
ter." 
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His  Political   Career. 

Abraham  Lincoln  learned  survey- 
ing and  read  law.  In  1834  he  was 
elected  to  the  Illinois  Legislature, 
and  re-elected  three  times.  In  1836 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  to  prac- 
tice law  and  in  1839  moved  to 
Springfield,  the  State  capital.  In 
1846  he  was  elected  to  Congress;  on 
November  6,  1860,  'he  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  inaugurated  March  4,  1861. 
June  8,  1864.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  unani- 
mousl.N-  renominated  for  President  by 
the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Baltimore.  Md.,  re-elected  and  on 
his  second  inauguration,  March  4, 
1865,  he  delivered  an  address  which 
it  is  alleged,  will  stand  forever  as  a. 
model  of  lofty  eloQuence  and  august 
morality.  As  soon  as  his  first  elec- 
tion had  been  a,s^ured,  preparations 
were  made  by /Southern  States  to 
withdrew  from  the  Union,  and  a  pro- 
visional government  termed  "The 
Confederate  States  of  America"  was 
organized,  with  Jefferson  Davis  as 
President,  at  Montgomery,  Ala., 
!February  4,  18  61. 

Proclaimed  Emaneipatioti. 

September  22,  1862,  President  Lin- 
coln announced  that  unlest  the  re- 
volting States  should  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  by 
January,  1863,  he  should  declare  the 
slaves  of  those  States  to  be  free. 
When  that  time  arrived  he  issued 
his  celebi-ated  "Proclamation  of 
Emancipation." 

Shot  in  Ford's  Tlieatre 

On  the  evening  of  April  1^  1S65, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lincoln,  Major 
Rathbone  and  Miss  Harris,  President 
Lincoln  attended  a  performance  of 
"Our  American  Cousin."  at  Ford's 
Theatre,  Washington.  In  the  midst 
of  the  play  John  Wilkes  Booth,  an 
actor,  stealthily  entered  t^e  box 
where    Mr.    Lincoln    was  ^sitting  and  | 

discharged  a  pistol  at  the  President's 
head.  Then  leaping  from  the  box  to 
the  stage,  with  a  knife  dripping  with 
the  blood  of  Major  Rathbone,  whom 
he  h^id  stabbed,  he  shouted  "Sic 
semper  tyrannis,  the  South  is 
avenged."  The  ball  having  lodged  in 
the  President's  brain,  ho  died  the  fol- 
lowing morning  about  7.30  o'clock. 
,  Booth  escaped  from  the  theatre, 
imoun'ted  a  horse  and  fled.  After 
•wanderuig  10  days,  he  was  tracked 
to  a  barn,  where,  refusing  to  sur- 
render, he  was  shot  and  died  soon 
thereafter. 
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President  Lincoln's  Signature. 
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l^lf  pI^k"'?  i"arried  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  l^obort  S.  Todd,  of  Lexington 
Sd    ^ou:'''^J-   IS''^.  by  .vhom  ho 

Lincoln  vh^  one  son,  Robert  Todd 
i^  ncoln.  who  was  born  at  Springfield 

Harv;,rH  TT^^^    Kxeter  Collogre  and  at 

,/  f  .    •'^^'  ^'^"  ^'at-  he  served 

Grant  """"'in'"    ?,"    *^^    ^^^'^    "^    ^en 

liu    in    nt"^''   ^'''^   '^^''   he   practiced 

bee-iZ^"'''^?   """'    ^^^1'  when,  he 

I  ll-      ^    ^  aoinet.       This    ofece    ho    re- 

\lTe:-ter"T\'']t    ^-"'^^    ^^    President 

I  when    L^;  ;^^^"/'"    administration, 

When    he    ret^ned    to    his    tew   nrar- 

tice   m    Chicago,      m    1889    Pres?dent 

jg5&  appointed    him  MinisfS'To 
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ERKS  COUNTY  LINCOLNS. 

he  "Eagle's"  Visit  to  Aged  Abraham 
Uncolii,     at     CImrchtpwn— Family 
Reminiscences.  l^Cu.y(jt.J)TnH-f /fli 
Abraham  Lincoln,  who  now  lives  a  fe^v 
squares  outside  the  qiuet   little  villaee  of 
Churchlown,   Cfervarnon   township,  Lan- 
caster county,  at    the  artvanced   ape  of  83 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  char- 
actors  In  this  country,  considered  trom  an 
historical    standpoint,     lie    is    a  not  far 
distant  relative  of  the  immortal  Abraham, 
■who  was  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  re 
Tcred  presidents    the    United  States  eve 
had,  although    he    never  learned  more  r 
$chool       than       the        "3       K's"— ree^  - 
inff,    'riting,     'rithmetic.       The     living 
Abraham  Lincoln  does  not  by  any  means 
only  resemble  the  martyred  one  by  name, 
but  his  features,  stature  and   general  ap- 
pearance so  striliingly  resemble  the  pres- 
ident that   one  can  readily  see  that  they 
are  of    the  same  family.      The  Eaglh,  In 
keeuine  with  its  usual  enterprise,  for  the 
first    time    brings    to    public  notice  this 
branch  of   the  Lincoln  family,  although 
scores  of  volumes  and  newspaper  articles 
liave  been  written    on    the  historv  of  the 


honest  old  man.    ne  is  ever  reaay  to  lend 
ft  helping  hand,  and  like    the    president, 
has  many  a  time    given    aid  at  a  big  sac- 
rifice to  his  own   interests.     iStudents    of 
history  will  remember  what  an   immense 
and   ever-increasing  Influence    the   presi- 
dent had  upon  the  popular  understanding 
on  account  of   his    sympathetic    nature, 
which  endeared  him  more  to  the  popular 
heart  than  Geo.  Washington  ever  was  to  the 
people  of  his  time.    Abraham  Lincoln,  of 
Lancaster  county,  is  a  great  lover  of  hu- 
mor in  his  quiet  way,  ami  one  of  his  great- 
est pleasures  .is  to  sit  and  relate  laughable 
incidents  and  listen  to  the  .iokea  of  his 
friends.     "Years  ago,    when  his   physical 
condition  was  better  than  now,  he  was  a 
noted  joker.    To  this  day  he  can  create 
round  after  round  of  mirth  among  the 
most  staid  people,   who,  like  the  humor 
outly  inclined,    come  to   look    after  hi; 
health  and  general  welfare  frequently.  It 
Is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  the  gather- 
ings on  the  Lincoln  farm  are  by  far  the 
most  lively  that  take  place  in  that  sec- 
tion.   They  are  by  no  means  slow  gather- 
ings that  Mr.  Lincoln  attends,   although 
he  very  seldom  makes  a  rapid  move.     His 
conversation   is  not  rapid,  and  jokes  and 
funny  sayings  come  slowly,  but  in  such  a 
droll  manner  that  they  are  irresistablc. 
I'resident  Lincoln's  reputation   as  a  joker 
has  spread  all  over    the    civilized  world. 
Here    again    we  rind   a  faculty   that  de- 
veloped spontaneoaslj^  in  the  president  as 
wo!l  as  with   bis    Lancaster    county  rela- 
tive and  namesake.     The  president,  even 
during  the  most  trying  period  of   the  re- 
bellion, refreshed  his  mind   regularly  by 
making  a  little  fun.     ir'rejudiced    news- 
papers and  speakers    of    the    opposition 
parLY,  especially  during  the  campaign  of 
iS(U  represented  him  as  alight-minded 
liitier.who  amused  himself  with  frivolous 
btory-telling   and  coarse  jokes,  while  the 
blood    of    the    people    was    liowine    in 
streams.     But  the  masses  knew  that  the 
n^an  at  the  head  of  affairs,  on  whose  hag- 
pa  rd    face    the  twinkle  of    humor  so  fre- 
quently cbai'.g<;d  into  an  expression  of 
profoundest  sadness,  was   more  than  any 
other  deeply  distressed    by    the  suffering 
b(j     witnessed.      The    American     public 
knew    that    he    felt    the    pain    of   every 
wound  thatwas  'nflicted    on    the   battle- 


ABRAHAM  rmoOLN.  t>F  OHTTROHTOWW. 

iftlncolns,  the  Lancaster  oounty  Abraham 

j  was. missed  in  all  of  them.  Nfi*  because 
his-  connection  with  the  president  is  too 
reinote.'but  simply  because  he  was  un- 
known to  those  writers.  Ills  character- 
istics, taste  and  mode  of  life  are  also  very 
much  ia  comport  with  the  habits 
of  the  great  emancipator.  Like  the 
latter,  he  is  so  modeet  that  he 
scarcely  ever  makes  reference  to  his  re- 
nowned relatives.  He  leads  a  quiet,  un- 
assuming and  worthy  life,  minding  his 
own  business  first  except  where  his  aid  i»{ 
'^'^edt'd  by  his  neighbors.  His  kind  and 
ving  disposition,  open  heart  and  frank4 
03S  of  manner  have  greatly  endeared  him' 
to  the  people  of  his  native  place,  and 
(itrangers  visiting  him  invariably  feel  a 
deep  admiration   for   this    pleasant    and. 
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field  and  Ibe  r.csaish  of  erery  woman  or 
cLild  wan  hafi  lost  busbaad  or  father 
Whenever  he  could,  he  was  eascr  lo  al- 
U'Yiaie  sorrow,  and  bis  mercy  was  nerer 
implored  in  vain.  He  saved  hundreds 
who  liad  received  adc.ita  sentence  durinar 
tiie  war.  President  Lincoln  possessed  the 
fl!i^.K  ^'^?>  ™«n-ner'and  kindly  feeling  we 
fldd  the  Ciiurchtown  Abraham  of  to-day 
>'very  citizen  coifld  approach  the  presi- 
dent with  complaint,  exoostulation  or 
tid vice,  without  danger  of  meeting  a  rebuff 
from  power-proud  authority  or  humilat- 
mg  condescension.  This  privilege  was 
used  by  so  many  and  with  such  unsparing 
freedom  that  on-ly  super-human  patience 
could  have  endorsed  it  all. 

The  accompanying    pictures   of   the  2 
Abraham  Lincolns  show  the  resemblance 
plainly     That  of   Abraham   Lincoln    of 
Churchtown    was    taken    from  a   ohoto- 
graph  made  expressly  for  the  Eagle,  and 
is    toe    first    picture    of   him    ever  pub- 
lished.     Hehad  his    picture   taken    onlv 
once  Deforo  iu  his  life,  and  that   when  he 
was   quite    young.       During    the    last    5 
years  he  was  frequently  urged  to  sit  for  a 
photograph,  but  in   his  simplicity  he  in- 
vanably  refused,  saying  he  detested  mak- 
ing a  show  of  bimfielf.     This  again  shows 
a  rharacleristic  that  was  even    more    for- 
ciblv,  although   less    minutely,  practiced 
by  the  president.     'J  he    live    Mr.  Lincoln 
MOuW  not  have  allowed  the  Lagls's  -pho- 
tographer   to    uo     his     work,     had    he 
not    taken     him    unawares.       The    snaii 
shot      camera      received      the     impres- 
Bion    of      his    features     before    he    had 
time    to    remonstrate.      Alter     it     w»s 
?Vi  ^m'>.°*   course,  only  smiled   at   the 
trlclu     i he  picture  does  not  quite  bring 

ont  the  Lincoln  letitures  as  well  as  might 
1)6  expccteil  on  account  of  the  spectacles 
be  wore.  ii«  even  had  on  2  pair  at  the 
lime.  His  eyesight  commenced  failing 
him  about  2o  years  ago  on  account  of 
cataract.  It  grew  worse  and  worse 
and  now  he  is  almost  blind.  lie 
was  compelled  to  ft. op  regular  work 
shortly  after  tlie  (iisonler  set  in  and  has 
been  in  retirement  ever  since.  He  lives 
on  a  finely  kept  fsirm  of  loO  acres,  which 
is  operrvtcd  by  a  tenant.  Mr.  Lincoln 
takes  much  more  pritie  in  the  appearance 
of  his  farm  tbau  ho  docs  in  his  own  ap- 
pearabce.  He  was  much  more  will- 
ing to  >iave  a  picture  of  his 
'house  publishfl  then  bis  own  likeness, 
the  aocompanyitig  pictv  j  of  his  re=i-_ 
(lence  cives  some  iaea  of  tlm  r.pustratly 
stately  farm  house.  It  is  a  very  hand- 
some structure  and  is  in  excellent  repair, 
'i'here  is  a  lane  passing  by  the  house  which 
is  studded  ou  both  sides  with  regular 
rows  of  very  tall  and  nicely  trimmed 
poplar  Irees.  The  g.irden  is  one  ot  those 
beautiful  old-fashioned  ones  in  which  the 
walks  are  lined  with  elegantly  shaped 
rows  of  boxwood.  Mr.  Lincoln  has  beer 
a  farmer  all  his  life  and  always  loved  the 
,  work.  1  he  last  15  years  he  has 
done  no  work  worthy  of  mention 
and  his  eyes  caused  him  a  great 
deal  of  pain.  Quite  a  number  of 
operations  have  been  performed.  He  was 
married  when  a  young  man  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jenkins,  ol  near  bis  present  home.  They 
have  only  one  child,  Elizabeth,  who  still 
lives  with  her  father  and  mother  and  does 
all  in  her  power  to  make  the  burdens  of 
oldjigejSis    lir-hr,    for    them    as    possible. 


Mr.  Lincoln  was  born  and  raised  in  the 
township  in  which  he  now  lives.  He  has 
a  very  large  circle  of  friends,  including  a 
number  of  licuoioi;  people,  Ex-Mayor 
•James  K.  Kenney  and  J.  Howard  Jacobs, 
Esq.,  are  especial  friends  of  his,  and  the 
old  gentleman  was  very  solicitous  about 
their  health. 

Following  is  a  short  history  of  the  Lin- 
coln family,  which  shows  jual  how  the 
live  Air.  Lincoln  la  related  lo  the  presi- 
dent: 

The  first  Lincolns  that  reached  this 
country  landed  in  New  England.  They 
were  Quakers  and  all  came  from  England. 
fc>omo  of  the  early  records  show  that  sev- 
eral Lincolns  landed  on  the  coast  of  Massa- 
chusetts as  early  as  168G.  They  cleared 
land,  erected  houses  and  farmed  like  the 
rest  of  the  settlers  of  that  region.  For  a 
time  they  prospered,  but  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  18th  century  Mordecai 
Lincoln  was  the  only  grown  msle  mem- 
ber of  the  family  left  in  JNew  England. 
Two  men  by  the,  name  of  Lincoln  had 
been  killed  by  Indians  and  one 
had  returned  to  Eugland.  His  high 
standing  in  the  mother  couftUy, 
allowed  him  this  rare  pnvTi^g^^treturn-  "1 
ing  with  his  family.  Mordecai  Lincoln, 
learning  that  in  I'ennsylvania,  where 
there  were  hardly  any  people  that  time 
except  Quakers,  there  v/as  less  trouble 
with  the  Indians,  decided  to  remove  his 
family  to  this  state.  Another  reason 
why  he  Mas  anxious  to  come  here  was 
that  he  was  very  desirous  to  be  where 
there  were  more  people  of  his  own  de- 
nomination. In  ISew  England  the  Puri- 
tans were  several  times  as  numerous  as 
all  other  classes  combined,  and  the  Qua- 
kers wee  by  no  means  always  used  as 
tb^  ^  '--reO  fair.  Mordecai  left  Mas- 
sachusb  .  w,ih  his  family  about  the 
year  1717.  and  settled  In  ]Sew 
Jersey,  where  he  remained  until 
1731,     when    he    moved    to   what  la  now 
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Exeter  township,  Berks  county.  The 
London  company,  consisting  of  Tobias 
Callet,  Daniel  Quair  and  Henrv  Goldnev, 
took  up  1,000  acres  of  land  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Schuylkill  river,  that  had  been 
granted  lo  the  company  by  William  I'enn, 
in  1690.  The  warrant  was  issued  October 
18,  1716,  and  on  IMov.  9,  1717.  the  patent 
was  issued.  Jn  February,  1718,  the  com- 
pany gran  ted  their  right  to  Andrew  Rob- 
eson, then  of  Koxbury  townhJiip,  Fhila. 
county.  In  May,  1730,  the  tract  became 
vested  in  Mordecai  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln immediately  oommenced   improving 


the  iaad.  lie  erectetl  a  house  for 
his  owD  u?e  ntntl  soon  atterwards 
was  inalrumental  in  erecUne  a  Quaker 
house  of  worshio  Dcur  where  iho  preseut 
Friends'  mcetinir  houfe  standa  ia  F^xcter 
township.  Mr.  Lincoln  owned  more  land 
than  any  other  person  in  this  part  of  the 
Slate  that  lime  and  was  one  of  the  leadinc 
men  otherwise.  He  died  before  iho  as;e 
of  e.")  and  was  buried  in  the  churcli  yard 
adjoininc  the  Exeter  meeting  house.  )  Ai 
the  lijne  of  his  death  he  had  only  2  chil- 
dren,! Mordecai  and  Thoma«,  but  more 
than  6  months  after  the  fathers  burial  a 
posthumous  son  was  bora  and 
named  Abraham.  When  the  latter 
tirst  Faw  mis  world  the  young- 
etit  of  his  brothers  was  already 
married.  The  property  of  Mordecai,  the 
elder,  was  equally  divided  aiuons;  the  3 
sons.  Mordecai,  jr.,  also  died  in  Exeter, 
and  was  buried  in  the  tjuaiser  churchyard 
of  thai  place.  Abont  17.50,  at  the  sarce 
time  the  13ooncs  and  Hanks  left  Oley  and 
Ticinity  for  the  south,  .John  Eincoln,  son 
of  Mordecai,  jr.,  left  with  his  family  for 
the  irheuantloah  valley,  iiockinaham  Co., 
Va.  The  family  prospered  here,  and  fin- 
ally a  portion  of  these  Lincolns  moved  to 
Kentucky,  where  they  had  great  adven- 
tures with  the  Indians.  Amouij  the  Lin- 
colns who  were  killed  was  Abra- 
ham, who  left  three  sons,  the 
youneest  of  whom  ihomas  was  the 
lather  of  the  president.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, the  posthumous  of  the  elder  Monle- 
cai,  wlio  was  the  first  known  Lincoln  by 
the  name  of  Abraham  and  who  was  so 
very  prominent  in  the  early  political 
history  of  berks  county,  was  the  grand- 
father of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  now  liv- 
ing near  Chutchlown.  He  also  lived  and 
died  iu  Exeter.  He  uad  4  sons  and  a 
numoer       of       daughters.       The      son" 

were    James,  ~thoma.^      Mordecai    ana 
Joiin.        J  he      first      named      was     the 
f&lber    of    the  living    Abraham  Lincoln. 
Ihoraas,     Moruocai,      .John      and      their 
eisters  are  buried  ai  Exeter.     James   Lin- 
coln moved  to   Lancaster  county  shortly 
after  the   besinning   of  the   present  cen- 
tury.    He,  like  all  the  old  Lincolns.  was  a 
farmer.     He  died  at   the  age  ot  9i  years 
and   was   buried   at   Morgantown.     Abra- 
li am    Lincoln   receivea  a  fair  education, 
ihe  Qoaker  ministers  who  visited  the  Ex- 
eter meeting  house  gave  him  most  of  his 
;  in.struction.     Trior  to   the  revolution   he 
:  served  as  a  county  commissioner  of  iSerks 
I  from  1772  to  1775  and   continued  in  office 
I  ^^^J*';^^^^^^"^   "°til    1'7^-     On  March  21 
I  ITii,    he   was  appointed   one  uf  the  sub- 
lieuienants   of  the   coualv,  but  it  is  not 
known     how     long    he    served    in     this 
position.     He   represented  the  county  in 
general  assembly    trom    17S2    to   1786   and 
was  a  delegate  to  the   Tenn'a    convention 
to  ratify  the  federal   constitution  iu  Ub7 
tie    diu    not    sien    the  ratilicaiion.     Mr" 
Lincoln  was  also  H   member    of    the  con" 
[  stitwlional    convention    of     17t;9-90        ^le 
idled  at  his  residence,    in    Exe'er   Jan    SI 
;lSOt;.     In  1761  he  married   Aune   lioon'e'  a 
dauahtcr    of    James     boone    and     .Marv 
toulK-o.     8he  was    a  full    cousin    of  Col 
Daniel  Boone,  tbe  pioneer  of  Kentucky.  I 
Abraham    Lincoln,    „f   Churchtown,  son 
ot     James      Liacoln.      ^lad      5      broth- 


f/ 


town  Bomo  60  vea.;'"L"'"'',  ^l^'-^""' 
children.  Dr.  Jame  k.^^"' r  ^"'''°«J  3' 
Churchtown  who  i8\i«°,^  Lincoln,  of 
of  the  iWna  r.iro^  *"  the  employ  1 
crandsoa  of  Caleb  in  .^^"^P^^r,  Is  a 
«amuel.  Home  of  thi  ,^'''^7'r"'*™«  "< 
presentdavTso    he   muMi'°''°'"'  "^  ^''« 

KonS;  ,oterjnd^ht1a,?ir'^^  *"« 
Kieat      friends    nf      /Li    ^"'"'1^   were 

fnmuel    had    3    children;      Edward       ff 
Ohurchtownr  iMar-aret         fTr.  a'i    °* 

lu  1  una  leipjiia.     He  was  never    m-irrift^i 

a  ter  whom  ,c  i.  ihouJht  President 
Lincoln  was  named  TbJ  .h! 
branch  of  the  LinSfln  fam  ly  down 
south  communicated  with  those  Tn 
Exeter  is  positively  known        Henri,  in^ 

.^nnnt    ^"^  •""'^''    ^^^    prominent    berk" 

Sucethet'tV.?;  '^'•^''^bij^i"   order  to  in 
uuce  me  latter  to    sena    the    child  a  nipp 

olirnVr/'  ''^'^  customary  among  peo' 
P  e  in  needy  circumstances.  'Ihere  were 
not  many  people  living  m  the  time  of  the 
uresidenfs  babyhood  who  were  r^oro  in 
need  ox  outside  aid  than  his  parenTsl^ 
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